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¢ƘŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ όt±athύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όaŀǎǎ5h¢ύ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфспΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ƻǊ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅύΦ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƴƻƴŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƭŀǿǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ ǎŜȄΣ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎΦ  

Individuals who believe they have been discriminated against may file a complaint with the 

following:  

Pioneer Valley Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

MPO Title VI Specialist 

60 Congress Street 

Springfield, MA 01104 

Phone 413-781-6045 TTD/TTY (413-781-
7168) 

E-mail: pvmpocivilrights@pvpc.org 

MassDOT Title VI Specialists 

Office of Diversity and Civil Rights ς Title VI 
Unit 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3800 

Boston, MA 02116 

tƘƻƴŜΥ όуртύ осуπурул ƻǊ тπмπм ŦƻǊ wŜƭŀȅ 
Service 

Email: MassDOT.CivilRights@state.ma.us   

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Office of Civil Rights 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Website: civilrights.justice.gov/   

 

Federal Transit Administration 

Office of Civil Rights 

Attention: Complaint Team East Building, 5th 
FloorτTCR 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

FTA online complaint form 

¢ƘŜ t±ath ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ рнсΣ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ п ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ 

ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘΣ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘΣ ŦǳƴŘŜŘΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŀŎŜΣ 

ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ŀƎŜΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ŎǊŜŜŘΣ 

ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΣ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΣ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴϥǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳπŜǊŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎύΣ ƻǊ 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΥ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ t±t/ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±L 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŀǘ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜΥ /ŀǎƻ Ŝǎǘŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀœńƻ ǎŜƧŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎłǊƛŀ ŜƳ ƻǳǘǊƻ ƛŘƛƻƳŀΣ ŦŀǾƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀǊ ƻ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘŀ 

ŜƳ ¢Ɲǘǳƭƻ ±L Řƻ t±t/ ǇŜƭƻ ǘŜƭŜŦƻƴŜ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

{ǇŀƴƛǎƘΥ {ƛ ƴŜŎŜǎƛǘŀ Ŝǎǘŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀŎƛƽƴ Ŝƴ ƻǘǊƻ ƛŘƛƻƳŀΣ ǇƻǊ ŦŀǾƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜ ŀƭ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘŀ ŘŜ t±t/ 

ŘŜƭ ¢Ɲǘǳƭƻ ±L ŀƭ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

http://pvmpo.pvpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FINAL-PV_-MPO-Title-VI-Complaint-Procedures-_1_24_2023b.pdf
mailto:pvmpocivilrights@pvpc.org
mailto:MassDOT.CivilRights@state.ma.us
https://civilrights.justice.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/civil-rights-ada/file-complaint-fta
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/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭΥ όIƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ ϧ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴύΥ 

  t±t/₆ ₇ пмоπтумπслпр⁹ 

wǳǎǎƛŀƴΥ ˩ͫ ͙͡ ʕ͊ ͔ͣͤͦ͋ͻ͙ͦ͒ͣ͊ ͒͊ͤͤ͊Ύ ͙ͤͺͦͪͣ͊ͼ͙Ύ ͤ  ͊͡Ό͋ͦͣ ͎͒ͪͯͦͣ Ύ͘·͔͟Σ ͨͦ ͚͗͊ͯͫͭ͊͡Σ 

͍ͫΎ͙͔͗ͭͫΈ ͫ ͦ Ŏͨ ͔ͼ͙͙͊ͫͭͦͣ͡ ͨ  ͙ͦ́ͭͯͯ͡ ±L ˨͔͔ͨ͊ͪͭ͊ͣͤͭ͊ ́ͪ͊ͤͫͨͦͪͭ͊ ́ͭ͊ͭ͊ ˸͊ͫͫ͊;͔ͯͫͭͫ 

όt±t/ύ ͨ ͔ͦͭΥ͡пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

Iŀƛǝŀƴ /ǊŜƻƭŜΥ {ƛ ȅƻƴ Ƴƻǳƴ ǾƭŜ ƎŜƴȅŜƴ ŜƴŦƼƳŀǎȅƻƴ ǎŀ ȅƻ ƴŀƴ ȅƻƴ ƭƼǘ ƭŀƴƎΣ ǘŀƴǇǊƛ ƪƻƴǘŀƪǘŜ 

9ǎǇŜǎȅŀƭƛǎ t±t/ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±L ƭŀ ƴŀƴ ƴƛƳŜǿƻ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜΥ bԀǳ ǉǳȇ ǾԆ ŎӴƴ ǘƘƾƴƎ ǝƴ ƴŁȅ ōӹƴƎ ǝԀƴƎ ƪƘłŎΣ Ǿǳƛ ƭƼƴƎ ƭƛşƴ ƘԄ /Ƙǳȅşƴ Ǿƛşƴ [ǳӷǘ ±L 

Ŏԛŀ t±t/ ǘƘŜƻ ǎԉ ŚƛԄƴ ǘƘƻӱƛ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

CǊŜƴŎƘΥ {ƛ Ǿƻǳǎ ŀǾŜȊ ōŜǎƻƛƴ ŘϥƻōǘŜƴƛǊ ǳƴŜ ŎƻǇƛŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŜ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴŜ ŀǳǘǊŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŜΣ ǾŜǳƛƭƭŜȊ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜǊ ƭŜ ǎǇŞŎƛŀƭƛǎǘŜ Řǳ ¢ƛǘǊŜ ±L ŘŜ t±t/ Ŝƴ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŀƴǘ ƭŜ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

LǘŀƭƛŀƴΥ {Ŝ Ƙŀ ōƛǎƻƎƴƻ Řƛ ǊƛŎŜǾŜǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀȊƛƻƴƛ ƛƴ ǳƴΩŀƭǘǊŀ ƭƛƴƎǳŀ ǎƛ ǇǊŜƎŀ Řƛ ŎƻƴǘŀǧŀǊŜ ƭƻ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘŀ t±t/ ŘŜƭ ¢ƛǘƻƭƻ ±L ŀƭ ƴǳƳŜǊƻ пмоπтумπслпрΦ 

Khmer: ˭̌ ̊͘ΈƑ͞ ˂ ˂ ΈƑ͞Έ˂͞ˇ˵ɒ-̝ ɒ˭ʮ˷ɕ˭ˇɒɒ˭ˇ˕ʮˢΈƑ͞˂˂Ε 

̊˟ʻɒʸɒ̝ɒΈ͆͞ɒΈʸ̊͞Έ˲͞ ̞Α ɒ 6y ˭̌ P̊VPC ʱ˟˭ˤΖΈƑ͞ ˲ɗ  y˭̊ ̞y413-781-6045 

 



 

 

Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley ς 2026 Annual Report Draft 1 

!/Ybh²[95D9a9b¢{ 

This report was prepared in cooperation with the Massachusetts Department of 

Transportation, the U.S. Department of Transportation - Federal Highway Administration and 

Federal Transit Administration, and the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority. The views and 

opinions of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission expressed herein do not necessarily state 

or reflect those of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation or the U.S. Department of 

Transportation. 

 
A Collage of Some of the Bike Month Events in the Pioneer Valley 

Partner Organizations for the 2026 Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley:  

All Bodies on Bikes, Western Massachusetts Chapter *  

Bikes for All (B4A), Northampton * 

Bikes Fight Cancer *  

City of Westfield *  

Competitive Edge Ski and Bike, East Longmeadow * 

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) * 

Fame Lounge Eatery, Holyoke 

Forbes Library, Northampton * 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments *  

Friends of the Columbia Greenway Rail Trail *  

Friends of the Manhan Trail *  
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Friends of Northampton Trails *  

Holyoke BikePed Committee *  

Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition (MassBike) *  

MassDOT District 2 *  

New Horizon Bikes, Westfield * 

Northampton Cycling Club *  

Northampton Bicyle * 

Speed and Sprocket Cycle Works *  

Strong Towns Northampton* 

ValleyBike Share *  

WalkBike Springfield *  

 
Mayor Michael McCabe Leads Mayoral Bike Ride in Westfield 

(Photo courtesy of Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 

Disclaimer: We want to acknowledge the contributions of everyone who made ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƛƪŜ 

Month a success and apologize for missing anyone not listed above. The use of an asterisk after 

a title in the following list indicates, to the extent of our knowledge, direct involvement in the 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 
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Local Contacts:  

Amy Alton, Friends of Northampton Trails * 

Price Armstrong, Holyoke Bike and Pedestrian Committee, City of Holyoke * 

Christy Banish, New Haven and Northampton Canal Greenway 

Jack Carolan, Franklin Regional Council of Governments *  

Michelle Chase, Town of Agawam * 

Stephanie Colón, Mass in Motion, Holyoke Planning & Economic Development *  

Sean Condon, Speed and Sprocket *  

Todd Crosset, WalkBike Springfield *  

Charlie, WalkBike Springfield *  

Karen Foster, All Out Adventures *  

Beth Giannini, Franklin Regional Council of Governments *  

Alexis Hosea-Abbott, MassBike / Easthampton Rail Trail Committee *  

Betsy Johnson, Walk Bike Springfield *  

George Kohout, Friends of Northampton Trails *  

Diane Jaber, Colorado Ski Shop 

Danielle MacKahn, Strong Towns Northampton * 

Darya Mattes, Strong Towns Northampton * 

Jonathan McHatton, Friends of the Columbia Greenway * 

Meghan Morin, Bikes Fight Cancer * 

Howard Moore, Meadow City Conservation Coalition * 

Liat Perlman, Drop Mobility * 

Don Podolski, Friends of the Columbia Greenway 

Jes Slavin, Friends of Northampton Trails  

Jacob Sheppard-Saidel, Northampton Bike Week * 

Liz Sturgen, Friends of the Manhan Rail Trail 

Kristen Sykes, Holyoke BikePed Committee * 

Heather Vinskey * 

 
aŀǎǎ.ƛƪŜΩǎ Bike Month 2026 Logo Design 
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The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) partnered, again in 2026, with various public 

and private organizations to encourage bicycling in the Pioneer Valley. In collaboration with 

municipalities, advocacy groups, and businesses, PVPC promoted public awareness and 

advocated for policies and programs that encourage bicycling. 

 
PVPC Staff Meet with Partners at the Westfield aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ near the City Hall 

(Image courtesy of Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 

.LY9 ahb¢I h±9w±L9² 

INTRODUCTION 

PVPC raises awareness about the importance of bicycling through working with local 

coordinators to organize and schedule a month filled with bike related events in Hampden and 

Hampshire counties. The effort aims at galvanizing the energy of local government officials, 

promoting events in various media outlets, recruiting citizen volunteers, and encouraging the 

participation of local businesses.  
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Bay State Bike Month 2026 events were held from Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 31st. This was 

the 27th year that the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission has coordinated this initiative in the 

Pioneer Valley region.  

During the past several years, MassBike has taken a lead role in organizing a statewide initiative 

among biking groups across the state of Massachusetts. MassBike maintains a dedicated 

website page for Bike Month and encourages event hosts to list their event happenings 

throughout the state on the Massachusetts Bike Friendly Events Calendar here. The website 

offers interested folks a one-stop shop to locate nearby bike events. MassBike also promotes a 

Bike to Work Week during the dates designated nationally by the American League of Cyclists, 

which have been the impetus for past Bike Commute Week events in the Pioneer Valley and 

Massachusetts.  

PVPC staff designed a poster to list local bike events happening in the Pioneer Valley Region 

during Bay State Bike Month 2026 and posted it to the PVPCΩǎ agency website. Upon request, 

PVPC staff printed color copies of the poster and dropped them off to local partners to help 

spread the word and assist in advertising the various events happening throughout the valley. 

This yearΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ the popular bike breakfast hosted by a couple of partners in the 

region during Bike Month featuring sponsorships by local food businesses. Again, there was a 

self-guided activity to allow people to take part at their own pace and comfort level.  

EVENTS AND HOST COMMUNITIES 

Planning meetings for Bay State Bike Month began in April 2026. Members of partner 

organizations continued to drop in at the weekly virtual meeting facilitated by PVPC staff. This 

regular meeting offered various Bike Month events hosts a space to connect, share advice, and 

collaborate in preparing for some of the scheduled events. Most hosts were very skilled event 

organizers, and quite able to develop a series of bike month events for their own community 

without need for consultation. A new non-profit organization partner reached out to PVPC for 

help in scheduling a couple of bike rides on dates that did not conflict with the timings of other 

events nearby. MassBike was instrumental in keeping the group appraised of new events being 

posted to their bike-friendly virtual calendar of events hosted by their website.  

Several trail advocacy organizations, agencies, and bike clubs joined in preparing for the 

statewide annual Bike Month held in May. Some of the bike partners synchronized their efforts 

with dates designated ŀǎ άBike to Work Weekέ by the League of American Bicyclists from May 

11th to the 17th in 2026.  

Bike Month events aim to encourage Pioneer Valley residents to get on their bikes or feet and 

replace some of their car trips with alternative active modes of transportation that promote 

https://www.massbike.org/bike-month
https://www.massbike.org/massachusetts-bike-friendly-events-calendar
https://pvpc.org/news/may-is-bay-state-bike-commute-month/
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good health and reduce greenhouse gases emitted by motorized vehicles. Two of the most 

popular bike events are the MŀȅƻǊΩǎ Ride and the Community Bike Breakfast. The Great Tree 

Bicycle Tour offered both a guided group ride as well as a self-guided option. These key annual 

events have been effective in engaging community members of all ages and abilities. Several 

organizations collaborated with the regional bikeshare program, ValleyBike, to host electric 

assist bikeshare demos during Bike Month. Event hosts also partnered with local businesses to 

offer discounts to customers who arrive by bike wearing a bike helmet as proof of cycling 

during Bike Commute Week in Northampton. More communities could take advantage of such 

partnerships. 

 
ValleyBike Bikeshare Demonstration at the Westfield aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ 

(Image courtesy of Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 

About 23 events were held during the 2026 Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley. These 

events took place in Northampton, East Longmeadow, ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΣ Greenfield, Springfield, 

Easthampton, Westfield and Holyoke. Events were offered during various times and days to 

reach as many bicycle enthusiasts and potential cyclists as possible. In order of occurrence, 

local events included the following list: 

¶ Northampton: Connecticut River Greenway Park Serve Day 

¶ East Longmeadow: Group Rides 

¶ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ: Gear Repair Meetup 

¶ East Longmeadow: Ladies Road Ride 

¶ East Longmeadow: Mountain Bike Rides 

¶ Northampton: Guided Great Tree Ride  

¶ Northampton: Bike Repair Clinic 

¶ Greenfield: Franklin County 2026 Bike Breakfast 

¶ Northampton: Bike Tour of Conservation Properties in Ward 3 

¶ Northampton: Community Bike Breakfast 
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¶ Northampton: Leisurely Intergenerational Bike Ride to Look Park 

¶ Northampton: Introduction to Bikepacking 

¶ Northampton: Bike Week Social 

¶ Northampton: Bike Lab Workshop 

¶ Springfield: ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ Bike Valet 

¶ Northampton: Intro to Group Riding 

¶ Northampton: Cargo Bike Meetup 

¶ Easthampton: Mayor's Bike Ride 

¶ Westfield: aŀȅƻǊΩǎ Ride 

¶ Westfield: Ride of Silence 

¶ Northampton: May Bike Party Ride 

¶ Holyoke: Mayor's Bike Ride 

¶ Springfield: All Neighborhood Ride 

The following images depict some of the activities held in the Pioneer Valley region during the 

2026 bike month. The first image below is of the Free Bike Repair Clinic held on the Forbes 

Library lawn in Northampton. At this event people of all ages gather to learn how to fix their 

bicycles to get them ready for the biking season. Skilled bike mechanics ŦǊƻƳ ά.ƛƪŜǎ CƻǊ !ƭƭέ 

were available to help with various repair and tune up tasks.  

 
Free Bike Repair Event, Northampton 

(Image Courtesy of George Kohout) 
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The image on the next page is of the Northampton Bike Breakfast, where PVPC staff joined their 

consultant to engage members of the public with discussions and informational displays on the 

Regional Safety Action Plan. The Friends of Northampton Trails (FNT) group is the lead 

organizer for this annual Bike Breakfast event which included speakers, tent booths of various 

organizations, bicycle businesses and sponsors. Some of the organizations represented were: 

MassBike, UMass Minutemen, New England Mountain Bike Association, Northampton Cycling 

Club (NCC), Speed and Sprocket Cycle Works, Strong Towns Northampton, Northampton City 

Planning Office, the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA), the Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission (PVPC) with their consultant and ValleyBike. 

 
Visitor at PVPCΩǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ Information Table at Northampton Community Bike Breakfast 

The image below ƛǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ .ƛƪŜ wƛŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ Easthampton and along the 

Manhan Rail Trail. This event was success according to hosts, advertised well in advance, and 

the new Mayor was featured in a video inviting people to join (Go to this link to view it). 

 
Cyclists Ride with their Mayor on the Manhan Rail Trail in Easthampton 

(Screenshot from social media images posted on the Manhan Rail TrailΩǎ Facebook page) 

BikeWeek_Edit_05.mp4%20https:/www.instagram.com/p/DaNl861MnoG/
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The image below is of participants at the gathering spot of the start and finish of the Westfield 

aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŦƛŜƭŘ /ƛǘȅ IŀƭƭΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǎƛŘŜ /ǊŜŀƳŜǊȅ 

tent appears on the right of the image and the BikeShare tent is on the left. 

Participants Gather Around the Mayor at the Beginning of the Ride in Westfield 

(Image Courtesy of Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 

The image below ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ wƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΩ 

legal right to the road through the streets of Westfield, while wearing a black ribbon to honor 

cyclists that were killed or injured. 

 
Cyclists Riding through the City of Westfield Alongst the Annual Ride of Silence 

(Image Courtesy of Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 
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The image below shows the people gathered around their flowered themed decorated cycles at 

aŀȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ .ƛƪŜ tŀǊǘȅ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ wŀƛƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻƴ 

the third Thursday of the month. 

 
May Bike Party Ride in Northampton 

(Image Courtesy of George Kohout, Friends of Northampton Trails) 

The image below shows participants gathering around the instructors, Todd Corsset and 

Deborah Huber before starting the {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ 17 Neighborhoods ride from the Pioneer Valley 

Riverfront Club. 

 
{ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ мт bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ wƛŘŜ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ DŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ /ƭǳō 

(Image Courtesy of WalkBike Springfield) 



 

 

Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley ς 2026 Annual Report Draft 8 

These initiatives encourage mobility independence using transportation alternatives to the 

single occupancy vehicle. Various educational events during this month equipped people with 

skills and knowledge that encourage them to commute by bike and introduce familiarity with 

bike transport to make biking part of their regular travel. 

PARTICIPATION 

There was very good participation in some of the new Bike Month activities and the usual level 

of attendance at recurrent popular annual events. Participants displayed a wide range of riding 

levels and motivations for riding bicycles. This shows the continued success of initiatives that 

raise awareness about the importance of bicycling in the Pioneer Valley. It also demonstrates 

the need for ongoing and sustained funding for bicycle infrastructure, improvements to trails, 

safety education, and bicycling activities in the Pioneer Valley.  

New and old partners joined the month-long initiative this year. The new list included business 

sponsors, collaborators, and bike advocates. They offered a few more inclusive events to 

facilitate engaging people of all abilities.  

The image below is of participants gathering at a rest area along the family friendly Bike Party in 

May hosted by the Friends of the Northampton Trails. Cyclists bring all types of cyclists 

including incumbent bicycles as well as roadway, touring, and mountain bikes. 

 

Participants Bring Various Types of Cycles to the Northampton Bike Party 

(Image Courtesy of George Kohout, Friends of Northampton Trails) 
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aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ !ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƘŀƴ wŀƛƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ 

(Screenshot from video shared by event host) 
 

Participants Ride through Downtown with the Mayor of ²ŜǎǘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ  

(Image Courtesy of the Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 
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Cyclists Starting {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ мт bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ wƛŘŜ at Connecticut River Walk and Bikeway 

(Image Courtesy of WalkBike Springfield) 

The table on the next page lists events by community. The total number of participants at this 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƛƪŜ aƻƴǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ псрΣ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ тфл ŀƴŘ 

548, as estimated by hosts at 23 events. Averaging event attendance per year, we can compare 

attendance last year with this year and see decline in average event participation to 20 from 36. 

This represents an approximate 45% decrease in participation. Regular annual events can also 

be compared individually with last year's number of participants estimates. The rate of decline 

in event participation could have been affected by two uncounted events. Since events that do 

not require registration are often mere estimates. The difference between participation values 

are not a major source of concern. Rather, they should motivate us to work harder on 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 

However, good attendance this year even at some of the newer events is a good sign of the 

success of the continued collaborative effort of planning a series of events to celebrate Bike 

Month in the Pioneer Valley in encouraging people to bike. The map on the page to follow 

displays locations of events offered during bike month and highlights participating communities 

this year.  



Pioneer Valley 2026 Bike Month Event Evaluation 
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Community Event Title 
Estimated 

Attendance 
Weather 
Condition 

Additional Notes 

East  aƻƴŘŀȅǎΩ wƻŀŘ .ƛƪŜ ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ [ŜǾŜƭǎ DǊƻǳǇ wƛŘŜǎ 50  The usual group of riders 

Longmeadow ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΩ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ .ƛƪŜ DǊƻǳǇ wƛŘŜǎ 15  The usual group of riders 

 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΩ [ŀŘƛŜǎ wƻŀŘ wƛŘŜ 20  The usual group of riders 

Easthampton aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ 
30 

Beautiful 
and Sunny 
тлΩǎ 

Great turn out, first time the Manhan Rail trail has hosted a ride for bike 
month in years.(Promotional and event coverage video links: 
BikeWeek_Edit_05.mp4 https://www.instagram.com/p/DaNl861MnoG/ ) 

Greenfield Franklin County 2026 Bike Breakfast 
30 

Warm and 
Sunny 

We had a great turnout this year from a lot of local bicycling enthusiasts 
including old and new faces 

Holyoke aŀȅƻǊΩǎ wƛŘŜ 18   

Northampton Connecticut River Greenway State Park Serve Day Not 
Reported 

  

  The Great Tree Ride 
10 

Overcast/
Rain 

ABOB coordinated this group ride, but weather conditions kept 
anticipated attendance lower than pre-registered 

  Free Bike Repair Clinic 
25 

Overcast/
Rain 

Held outside at Forbes Library despite the weather many bikes were 
repaired, and people happily served ( See PICTURES ) 

  Bike Tour of Conservation Properties in Ward 3 
14 

Perfect 
Evening 

We had bike people, conservation people, and neighborhood people 

  Community Bike Breakfast 
75 

Overcast/
Rain 

A great turnout of community partners, many of whom found value in 
being able to network with each other over the course of the morning 

  Leisurely Intergenerational Bike Ride to Look Park 1 Rainstorm  

  Introduction to Bikepacking 7 N/A Good workshop with hands on components. Held indoors 

  Bike Week Social 15 Excellent Dirty Truth, Main St., Northampton hosted this social gathering of cyclists 

  Bike Lab Workshop (DIY Bike Fixing) 7 Excellent Some new faces to the bi-weekly fix-it clinic 

  Intro to Group Riding 10 Excellent  

  Cargo Bike meetup 

25 
Warm 

Sunny Day 

We had about 8-10 cargo bikes in attendance, each with a family of 1-4 
people, and several families/individuals looking to learn about cargo 
bikes. It was a fun opportunity to connect and try out different types of 
bikes. I hope we will do it again next year! 

  Monthly Bike Party 
20 

Warm 
night 

Good attendance and high spirits for a tour of spectacular public gardens 
in Northampton ( See PICTURES here) 

Springfield ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ς Bike Valet 6 Good Annual Event 

  {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ мт bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ wƛŘŜ 
60 

Cool 
Morning 

Successful event to repeat next year 

Turners Falls Gear Repair Meetup Not 
Reported 

  

Westfield ²ŜǎǘŦƛŜƭŘ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ .ƛƪŜ wƛŘŜ 

20 
Cloudy 

and 
Humid 

Great turnout despite the rainstorm earlier in the day. Joined by 
Northside Creamery (compliments of FOCGRT) as well as Drop 
Mobility/ValleyBike. An excellent community event as always! (See 
PICTURES here. Photos are credited to Tom Adams, Reelife Productions) 

  Ride of Silence 
7 

Partly 
Cloudy 

Event coverage from WWLP-22News at this LINK. (See PICTURES here. 
Photos are credited to Tom Adams, Reelife Productions. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TAQOGUhJas4IYhSrkf0D01MaZYc_yL8W/view
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaNl861MnoG/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eZqRwSh3qjxKVdl6qNFtK_VHkvzBpaRG?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18sHDf-y4D87YV0SLb1Cy6UQ4pAI8Vhy7?usp=drive_link
https://folktography.zenfolio.com/p309095591
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/cyclists-in-westfield-honor-injured-riders-in-ride-of-silence/
https://folktography.zenfolio.com/p13539137
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Pioneer Valley 2026 Bike Month Event Locations 

Events Map Key: 

1 Northampton: Connecticut River Greenway Park Serve Day 

2 East Longmeadow: Group Rides 

3 ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ: Gear Repair Meetup 

4 East Longmeadow: Ladies Road Ride 

5 East Longmeadow: Mountain Bike Rides 

6 Northampton: Guided Great Tree Ride  

7 Northampton: Bike Repair Clinic 

8 Greenfield: Franklin County 2026 Bike Breakfast 

9 Northampton: Bike Tour of Conservation Properties, Ward 3 

10 Northampton: Community Bike Breakfast 

11 Northampton: Leisurely Intergenerational Bike Ride to Look Park 

12 Northampton: Introduction to Bikepacking 

13 Northampton: Bike Week Social 

14 Northampton: Bike Lab Workshop 

15 Springfield: ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ Bike Valet 

16 Northampton: Intro to Group Riding 

17 Northampton: Cargo Bike Meetup 

18 Easthampton: Mayor's Bike Ride 

19 Westfield: aŀȅƻǊΩǎ Ride 

20 Westfield: Ride of Silence 

21 Northampton: May Bike Party Ride 

22 Holyoke: Mayor's Bike Ride 

23 Springfield: All Neighborhood Ride 
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GIVE-AWAY MATERIALS 

Massachusetts Bike Month themed stickers as well as MassBike stickers were available again 

this year at select event locations. MassBike also offered reflective adjustable bands that can be 

worn on arms or legs to add visibility to cyclists and walkers at night. A blue colored t-shirt with 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ orange colored dinosaur logo was gifted to event hosts and available for purchase. 

This year's Bike Month t-shirt is inspired by the newly proclaimed Massachusetts State Dinosaur 

the Podokesaurus holyokensis which means the as "swift-footed lizard of Holyoke". The famous 

dinosaur footprints can be seen at the Trustees site along Route 5. T-shirts can be ordered at 

this link. This year, MassBike worked with artist Maia Fattahi of Somerville.  

aŀǎǎ.ƛƪŜΩǎ .ƛƪŜ aƻƴǘƘ DƛǾŜŀǿŀȅ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
(Photo Captured from MassBikeΩǎ Social Media Post) 

https://www.npr.org/2022/10/19/1130024340/massachusetts-state-dinosaur
https://thetrustees.org/place/dinosaur-footprints/
https://mabm.qrsts.com/BSBM/shop/home
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Picture of the Dino T-shirt Next to the Dinosaur Footprints in Holyoke 

Other giveaways this year included breakfast items hosted by several Bike Month event 

partners. MassBike hosted a Bike Month Challenge that was posted to their social media 

platforms with a weekly draw for giveaways including those listed earlier as well as additional 

gifts such as a Massachusetts themed water bottle (See image below for announcement and 

sample giveaways by MassBike). In Northampton, several businesses offered discounts and 

freebees to patrons who showed a bike helmet during Bike Commute Week May 11 to 17th. 
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aŀǎǎ.ƛƪŜΩǎ Bike Month and Weekly Challenge Announcement 

(Photo Captured from MassBikeΩǎ Social Media Post) 

 
aŀǎǎ.ƛƪŜΩǎ Bike First Weekly Challenge Giveaway Announcement 

(Photo Captured from MassBikeΩǎ Social Media Post 
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Some of the Participating Businesses in Northampton Bike Week 

(Screenshot from Northampton Bike Week website) 

https://www.nohobikeweek.com/businesses
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Additional Participating Businesses in Northampton Bike Week 


