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Executive Summary 

Introduction 
 

Welcome to the Forest Park Neighborhood Investment Plan 2025. 

This plan begins with a brief history of how the neighborhood developed over time. We want everyone 

who is reading the plans to know that, just as your neighborhood was created by people who came 

before you, so too can you influence the way your neighborhood develops into the future.  

In 2022, as the city and the nation emerged from the COVID 19 pandemic, the city of Springfield 

allocated $746,340 of American Rescue Plan Act funds to update the cityôs Neighborhood Data Atlas 

and facilitate development of Neighborhood Investment Plans in twelve neighborhoods where 

residents experienced disproportionately high rates of COVID infection, hospitalization, and death, 

including the Forest Park neighborhood. The city engaged the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

(PVPC) to complete this work, and PVPC subsequently engaged Way Finders Community Building 

and Engagement team via a competitive procurement process to lead engagement focusing on 

residents, local businesses, and community-based organizations.  

The goal of this neighborhood plan and the planning process that led to its development is to establish 

and agree on shared priorities for investment in the neighborhood and to strengthen the connection 

between the neighborhoodðits residents, small businesses, institutions, and community-based 

organizations, along with the Neighborhood Council and the cityôs many departments. The city of 

Springfield works with residents through the cityôs neighborhood councils, and the city relies on them 

to share information with their residents. Residents who want to get involved in their neighborhoods 

can start with the neighborhood council. Recognizing that the cityôs neighborhood councils needed 

financial support and technical assistance, the city invested $1.7 million in the form of $100,000 

grants to each neighborhood council in 2022-2024 and developed a neighborhood council handbook.  

This planning process was initiated by the city Office of Planning and Economic Development (OPED) 

Division of Neighborhood Services, and this city office is working to ensure integration and 

acceptance of these prioritized projects by all city departments, boards, and commissions. Through 

this plan, the city and the neighborhood are proclaiming their shared commitment to work 

collaboratively on behalf of their residents to implement these priority investments over the next ten 

years, through 2035. 
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Executive Summary 
 

The Forest Park neighborhood stands as Springfieldôs largest and most architecturally diverse 

community, defined by its historic charm, extraordinary cultural vitality, and a long tradition of civic 

engagement. Residents have consistently demonstrated a deep commitment to improving their 

neighborhood, organizing community cleanups, supporting local schools and businesses, and 

participating in planning initiatives that reflect the communityôs vision for an inclusive and thriving 

future. This plan builds on that strong foundation, recognizing that the neighborhoodôs greatest 

strength lies in its people, their resilience, creativity and unwavering belief that Forest Parkôs best 

days are still ahead. 

At the heart of the neighborhood lies its namesakeðForest Park, one of New Englandôs most 

remarkable urban parks and an anchor of community life. The plan celebrates the park as both a 

natural and cultural treasure, offering recreation, beauty, and connection across generations and 

backgrounds. At the same time, residents have called for expanding opportunities for smaller green 

spaces and pocket parks throughout the neighborhood, ensuring that every residentðespecially those 

living farther from the main parkðhas easy access to nature, recreation, and community gathering 

spots. 

The Forest Park Neighborhood Investment Plan envisions a future where safe, multimodal streets 

connect residents to jobs, schools, shops, and parks; where local businesses thrive and reflect the 

communityôs diversity; and where housing is well-maintained, affordable, and climate resilient. The 

plan prioritizes strategies to improve healthy food access, strengthen neighborhood retail corridors, 

and promote energy-efficient homes that reduce costs and carbon emissions. Above all, it aims to 

reinforce the sense of belonging and shared purpose that defines Forest Parkðbuilding a 

neighborhood that is inclusive, sustainable, economically vibrant, and truly welcoming to all. 
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LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

The land that would become the Forest Park 

neighborhood was part of the ancestral 

homelands of the Agawam people, an 

Algonquian-speaking tribe who lived in the 

area around modern-day Springfield. Prior to 

the start of the colonial period, the Agawam 

primarily lived on the west side of the river, 

which was a factor in the choice by English 

colonists to settle on the east side of the river.  

The two groups coexisted and regularly 

interacted with each other throughout the mid-

17th century, but this relationship began to 

deteriorate by the 1660s, as an increase in 

colonial settlers led to greater demand for the 

land on the west side of the river. As a result, in 

1666 the Agawam people sold their land on the 

west side, and in return the English colonists 

gave them land and a palisaded fort on Long 

Hill, in the modern-day Forest Park 

neighborhood. This decision seems to have 

been motived by a desire of the English to keep 

a watchful eye on the Agawam, and it seems 

unclear whether this relocation was voluntary, 

or whether it involved coercion. Either way, it 

is perhaps one of the first Native American 

reservations in the modern-day United States, 

and it was the home of the Agawam for the next 

decade. 

During King Philipôs War, the fort was used as 

a staging area for the Native Americans who 

raided and burned Springfield on October 5, 

1675. The Agawam people subsequently 

abandoned the fort after the raid, and the town 

government asserted its claim to the property. 

By the early 18th century, the land was divided 

into house lots and granted to colonial settlers. 

Over the years, the site of the fort was variously 

known as Fort Hill, Fort Pleasant, and Long 

Hill, but the exact details of the fort and its 

location fell into obscurity until 1895, when 

historian Harry Andrew Wright conducted an 

archaeological dig of the site, on the west side 

of Longhill Street just south of the intersection 

of Sumner Avenue. Wright 

discovered the remnants of the 

wooden stockade that formed 

the perimeter of the fort, and 

he also found 26 fire holes, 

which indicated the sites of 

houses. Based on this 

evidence, Wright surmised 

that several hundred people 

likely lived here. He also found 

a mix of artifacts of both 

indigenous and European 

origins, indicating the extent 

of trade between the two 

groups during the first few 

decades of the colonial period. 

The dig also uncovered the 

remains of at least 13 people, 

who were presumed to have 

been Native American. 
ÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШƓċŊĲаЮÂĲĦŸƨƚŔĦЮéŔũũċЮċŰĬЮxċƨƖĲũЮcŔũũЮŔŰЮ[ŸƖĲƚƣЮÂċƖťеЮċƖŸƨŰĬЮΤάΤΣцΤάΥΣдЮxŔĤƖċƖǃЮ
ŸŉЮ9ŸŰŊƖĲƚƚеЮ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣЮÂƨĤũŔƚőŔŰŊЮ9ŸůƓċŰǃЮ9ŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰдЮ 

ÑőĲЮőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũЮůċƖťĲƖЮŸŰЮxŸŰŊőŔũũЮÉƣƖĲĲƣеЮŔŰĬŔĦċƣŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƚŔƣĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ ċƣŔƻĲЮ ůĲƖŔĦċŰЮŉŸƖƣ 
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мфǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

In the meantime, development in the Forest 

Park neighborhood progressed slowly 

compared to parts of the city farther to the 

north. The 1835 map of Springfield, for 

example, shows only about 30 buildings in 

modern-day Forest Park, most of which were 

clustered along Longhill Street or on the 

southern banks of the Mill River. Otherwise, 

the rest of the neighborhood was largely 

undeveloped, although most of the major 

modern-day streets were already laid out, 

including Sumner Avenue, Belmont Avenue, 

Dickinson Street, White Street, Orange Street, 

and Allen Street.  

By 1870, two distinct areas of development had 

emerged in the neighborhood. On the western 

side of the neighborhood, near the intersection 

of Longhill Street and Sumner Avenue, was a 

small settlement with a few dozen houses, a 

school, a cemetery, and several brick yards. The 

other area of development was in the 

northeastern part of the neighborhood, in the 

triangle of land between White and Allen 

Streets. This area is directly south of the U.S. 

Armory Watershops, and many of its 19th 

century residents were employed at the facility. 

/ǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀƴ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tŀǊƪ 

During the late 19th century, as the city 

experienced rapid population growth following 

the Civil War, many city leaders expressed a 

need for a large public park. Several potential 

locations were identified, including along the 

banks of the Connecticut River and the area 

around the Watershops Pond, but ultimately 

one of the cityôs park commissioners, Orrick H. 

Greenleaf, offered to donate 65 acres of land on 

the south side of Sumner Avenue. The city 

accepted this offer in 1884, and soon allocated 

funding for acquiring additional land adjacent 

to this property. This marked the start of Forest 

Park, which would steadily grow with further 

donations and land acquisitions throughout the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮÂũċŰШŸŉШÉƓƖŔŰŊǯĲũĬЮёΤΫΦΨђЮĤǃЮ]ĲŸƖŊĲЮ9ŸũƣŸŰеЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮċƖĲċЮƣőċƣЮƽŸƨũĬЮũċƣĲƖЮĤĲĦŸůĲЮƣőĲЮ[ŸƖĲƚƣЮÂċƖťЮ
ŰĲŔŊőĤŸƖőŸŸĬдЮ7ŸƚƣŸŰЮÂƨĤũŔĦЮxŔĤƖċƖǃеЮ ŸƖůċŰЮ7дЮxĲƻĲŰƣőċũЮ~ċƓЮ҂ЮEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЮ9ĲŰƣĲƖд 
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The single largest addition came in 1890, when 

ice skate manufacturer Everett H. Barney 

donated his property to the city, forming the 

western portion of Forest Park. Barney had 

constructed his house, known as Pecousic Villa, 

several years earlier in 1885, on a bluff 

overlooking the Connecticut River. He 

intended to build another house nearby on 

Laurel Hill for his only child, 

George M. Barney, but 

George died in 1889 at the 

age of 26, and Laurel Hill 

became his gravesite rather 

than his home. With no 

surviving heir, Everett 

decided to gift the land, 

including the house and its 

adjacent carriage house, to 

the city. His donation 

included stipulations that he 

and his wife Eliza would be 

allowed to live in the house 

for the rest of their lives, and 

that they would be buried on 

Laurel Hill. 

These donations and land 

purchases meant that, by the 

early 1890s, most of the core 

of the modern-day Forest 

Park was owned by the city. 

Contrary to an often-repeated 

claim, the park was not 

designed by prominent 

landscape architect Frederick 

Law Olmsted. Rather, the 

early land acquisitions, 

including Greenleafôs 

donation, were landscaped by 

the local firm of Sackett & 

Reynolds, while much of the 

Barney donation was 

landscaped by Everett Barney 

himself. 

[ŀǊƎŜπ{ŎŀƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

With the establishment of Forest Park, the 

surrounding land became desirable for 

residential development. This was also 

encouraged by the completion of an electric 

trolley line to the park in 1890. The trolley line 

ran southward from the city center and made a 

ŰЮĲċƖũǃЮΥΣƣőЮĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЮƓŸƚƣĦċƖĬЮƻŔĲƽЮŸŉЮEƻĲƖĲƣƣЮċŰĬЮEũŔǍċЮ7ċƖŰĲǃѢƚЮőŸƨƚĲеЮÂĲĦŸƨƚŔĦЮ
éŔũũċеЮƻŔĲƽĲĬЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮƽĲƚƣЮŉƖŸůЮƽőċƣЮŔƚЮŰŸƽЮfŰƣĲƖƚƣċƣĲЮάΤдЮÂƖŔƻċƣĲЮĦŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰд 

ЮĤċƚĲĤċũũЮŊċůĲЮċƣЮ[ŸƖĲƚƣЮÂċƖťеЮċƖŸƨŰĬЮΤάΣΨдЮfůċŊĲЮŉƖŸůЮÉƓƖŔŰŊǯĲũĬШÂƖĲƚĲŰƣШċŰĬШ
ÂƖŸƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲШёΤάΣΨђд 
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triangular-shaped loop through the 

neighborhood, along Fort Pleasant, Sumner, 

and Belmont Avenues.  

This combination of public transportation, a 

public park, and demand for new single-family 

houses in the ñCity of Homesò led to large-scale 

development of the Forest Park neighborhood 

starting in the 1890s. By the turn of the 20th 

century, most of the land north of Sumner 

Avenue had been subdivided into new streets 

and home lots, as was the land on the south 

side of Sumner Avenue in the western part of 

the neighborhood. The construction of new 

houses generally followed the trolley lines, with 

the initial development 

located on or near Sumner, 

Belmont, and Fort Pleasant 

Avenues.  

One of the first areas in the 

neighborhood to be developed 

was the westernmost section, 

in the area that now comprises 

the Forest Park Heights 

Historic District. The homes 

here were generally intended 

to attract upper middle class 

families, including business 

executives, managers, and 

other professional 

occupations. Many of the 

streets were laid out with 

landscaped medians in the 
xŸŸťŔŰŊЮĲċƚƣЮŸŰЮÉƨůŰĲƖЮ ƻĲŰƨĲЮŰĲċƖЮìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰЮÅŸċĬеЮċƖŸƨŰĬЮΤάΣΣцΤάΤΣдЮxŔĤƖċƖǃЮŸŉЮ
9ŸŰŊƖĲƚƚеЮ?ĲƣƖŸŔƣЮÂƨĤũŔƚőŔŰŊЮ9ŸůƓċŰǃЮ9ŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰд 
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center, including on Riverview Terrace, 

Maplewood Terrace, Magnolia Terrace, and 

Washington Boulevard. Other similar features 

included Floral Park at the northern end of 

Florentine Gardens, and Marengo Park. Many 

of the streets were given tree-themed names to 

reflect their proximity to Forest Park, including 

Spruceland, Firglade, Cherryvale, and 

Pineywoods Avenues.  

The houses in this part of the neighborhood 

were primarily built in the 1890s and in the 

first few decades of the 20th century. The early 

homes had Queen Anne style architecture, 

which was popular in the late 19th century, 

but most of the homes in the neighborhood 

were designed in the Colonial Revival style. 

Many were the work of prominent local 

architects, including Guy Kirkham, Louis F. 

Newman, and G. Wood Taylor. Few homes 

were completely identical to each other, 

creating a streetscape that featured subtle 

differences between each house.  

In the meantime, the western part of the 

neighborhood was steadily developed 

throughout the early 20th century. New 

housing construction generally consisted of 

a mix of single-family and two-family 

homes, and this development was 

accompanied by the establishment of new 

schools, churches, and a branch library in 

the neighborhood. Many of the 

neighborhoodôs existing schools date to 

these early years of development, including 

Forest Park Middle School (1896), White 

Street School (1904), Kensington Avenue 

School (1908), and Sumner Avenue School 

(1911). The neighborhood also included a 

parochial school, Holy Name School on 

Dickinson Street, which was built in 1910 

and later expanded with a second building 

on Alderman Street in 1924. 

The neighborhood was well served by public 

transportation during the early 20th century, 

and most homes were within just a block or 

two of a trolley line. By the 1910s, trolleys ran 

on Sumner Avenue as far east as White Street, 

on Longhill Street south of Sumner Avenue, on 

White Street north of Sumner Avenue, on Fort 

Pleasant Avenue, and on the entire length of 

Belmont Avenue. These streets saw frequent 

trolley service, with a 1912 newspaper article 

indicating that the corner of White Street and 

Sumner Avenue had trolleys arriving every 7.5 

minutes. 
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ƣũċƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ9ŔƣǃШŸŉШÉƓƖŔŰŊǯĲũĬШċŰĬШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШxŸŰŊůĲċĬŸƽЯШ

~ċƚƚċĦőƨƚĲƣƣƚЮĤǃЮxдsдЮÅŔĦőċƖĬƚЮёΤάΤΣђдЮ7ŸƚƣŸŰЮÂƨĤũŔĦЮxŔĤƖċƖǃеЮ
 ŸƖůċŰЮ7дЮxĲƻĲŰƣőċũЮ~ċƓЮ҂ЮEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЮ9ĲŰƣĲƖд 
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During this time, the 

Forest Park 

neighborhood also 

saw a limited amount 

of commercial 

development. This 

primarily consisted of 

small businesses that 

were typically located 

at major street 

corners. Over time, 

the ñXò ï the six-way 

intersection of 

Sumner Avenue, 

Belmont Avenue, and 

Dickinson Street, 

became the 

commercial hub of the 

neighborhood, with 

rows of storefronts 

lining the streets that 

radiated outward 

from the intersection. 

In addition, though, 

other neighborhood-

oriented commercial 

development emerged 

at other major 

intersections. This 

included small shops, 

grocery stores, 

convenience stores, 

and similar business, 

many of which were 

owned by 

neighborhood 

residents. This pattern 

of development is still 

evident in Forest Park 

today, with small-

scale commercial 

activity scattered 

throughout the 

neighborhood. 
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LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Overall, Forest Park developed into a 

predominantly residential neighborhood, with 

scattered pockets of small businesses. 

However, the Mill River, which forms the 

northern border of the neighborhood, was the 

scene of industrial development during the late 

19th and early 20th century. Major industries 

included the U.S. Armoryôs 

Watershops facility, which was 

partially located in Forest Park. 

Farther downstream was the 

Bemis & Call Hardware and 

Tool Company, located near 

the southern end of Main 

Street. Founded in the 1830s, 

this company held the patent 

for the original monkey 

wrench, and over the years it 

specialized in producing 

wrenches, pliers, calipers, and 

similar hand tools, until it 

closed in 1988. 

/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎ  

The growth and development in the Forest 

Park neighborhood also led to the expansion of 

the cityôs borders. Springfieldôs southern 

border had previously run in a straight line 

from the modern-day border of East 

Longmeadow all the way west to the 

Connecticut River. This was the border that 
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was established when 

Longmeadow was 

incorporated as a separate 

town in 1783, and it remained 

in place for over a century. 

However, the border changed 

in 1890 with Everett Barneyôs 

donation of land to the city. A 

portion of his estate was, at 

the time, located in 

Longmeadow, so his donation 

carried a stipulation that the 

land in Longmeadow be 

annexed to Springfield. The 

state legislature approved this 

change, resulting in a 

triangular-shaped dip in the 

southwestern corner of 

Springfield.  

An even more significant 

boundary change occurred in 

1914, during the development 

of the Franconia section of the 

Forest Park neighborhood. 

This area, which includes 

Commonwealth Avenue, 

Draper Street, Shawmut 

Street, and the other 

surrounding streets, was 

bisected by the city border. 

The houses and streets in the 

southern part of the 

development were in 

Longmeadow, but they were 

geographically isolated from 

the rest of the town, which 

made it difficult to provide municipal services. 

The proposed annexation of this land led to 

contentious debate in the state legislature, with 

Longmeadow hoping for some form of 

compensation for the lost land. The bill was 

ultimately passed by the legislature in 1914 

following a compromise amendment proposed 

by state senate president ï and later U.S. 

president ï Calvin Coolidge. The amendment 

called for the construction of a road that would 

connect Longmeadow to Springfield. That road 

would later become the southern part of 

Dickinson Street, and it remains one of the few 

direct road connections between the two 

communities. 
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нлǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ 

By 1920, the Forest Park neighborhood was 

located entirely within Ward 7. This ward also 

included the sparsely-developed area to the 

east, which would later become the East Forest 

Park neighborhood. At the time, Ward 7 had a 

population of 14,714, which was equivalent to 

about 11% of the cityôs total population. 

The 1920 census provides ward-level data 

about race, ethnicity, and other population 

characteristics, which gives insight into how 

the Forest Park neighborhood compared to the 

other wards in the city. Out of the cityôs 8 

wards, Ward 7 had the lowest percentage of 

nonwhite residents (0.17%), foreign-born 

residents (14.5%), and children of foreign-born 

residents (30.5%). The census 

also indicated the birthplaces 

of foreign-born residents in 

each ward, and in Ward 7 the 

most common foreign 

birthplaces were English-

speaking Canada (357 

residents, 2.4% of population), 

Ireland (323 residents, 2.2% 

of population), England (259 

residents, 1.8% of population), 

Russia (243 residents, 1.7% of 

population), and French 

Canada (211 residents, 1.4% of 

population).   

The 1920 census also indicates 

that the Forest Park 

neighborhood had higher 

educational levels than the 

rest of the city. Compared to 

the other city wards, it had the 

highest literacy rate (99.1%), 

the highest school enrollment 

rate for children aged 7 to 13 

(97.4%), and the highest 

school enrollment rate for 

children aged 14 to 17 (76.9%). 

Ward 7 also had the second-

lowest ratio of families per 

dwelling, with 1.37 families 

per dwelling, compared to the 

citywide average of 1.60. 

The 1950 census was the first 

to provide population data for 

Springfield at the census tract 
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level. By this point, the Forest Park 

neighborhood had grown considerably in 

population, nearly doubling in size to 28,027 

residents, or 17.3% of the citywide population. 

About 13.3% of residents were immigrants, 

which was only slightly lower than the citywide 

average of 14.4%. The largest immigrant group 

in Forest Park was from the U.S.S.R. (730 

residents, 2.6% of population), which reflects 

the high number of Jewish immigrants from 

Eastern Europe who moved to Forest Park in 

the first half of the 20th century. Other foreign 

birthplaces in the neighborhood included Italy 

(592 residents, 2.1% of population), Canadaī 

French (354 residents, 1.3% of population), 

CanadaīOther (344 residents, 1.2% of 

population), and Ireland (337 residents, 1.2% 

of population).  

Despite this ethnic diversity, though, the 

neighborhood was almost entirely White. 

Redlining and other discriminatory housing 

practices had limited the ability of Black 

residents to move into the cityôs suburban 

neighborhoods, and as a result the 1950 census 

shows just 20 Black residents in Forest Park, 

comprising just 0.08% of the neighborhoodôs 

population. 

[ŀǘŜ нлǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ 

By the mid 20th century, most of the 

developable land in the Forest Park 

neighborhood had been built out, and there 

have not been significant changes in population 

since then. Over the years, the neighborhood 

has seen only small fluctuations in population, 

consistent with citywide trends. From a peak of 

28,175 residents in 1960, the neighborhood 

subsequently dropped to 24,500 by 1990, 

before increasing to 26,176 as of 2020. During 

this time, the neighborhood has consistently 

comprised between about 16% and 17% of the 

cityôs population. 

 

While the total population numbers of Forest 

Park have seen few changes, the neighborhood 

has steadily become a more diverse community 

since the mid 20th century. Stronger laws 

against housing discrimination helped to 

expand opportunities for people of color 

throughout the city, and the percentage of 

Black residents in Forest Park steadily grew 

from 0.08% in 1950, to 4.5% in 1990, to 19.5% 

in 2020.  

Likewise, the Hispanic population in Forest 

Park has grown significantly in recent decades, 

due to migration from Puerto Rico and other 

parts of Latin America. In 1980, Hispanic 

residents of any race comprised 1.8% of the 

neighborhoodôs population, but this increased 

to 20.9% in 2000 and 45.3% in 2020.  

In addition, since the 1990s Forest Park has 

been the home to a growing number of Asian 

residents, particularly from Vietnam. As of 

2020, a total of 2,006 residents identified as 

Asian, with more than half (1,057) identifying 

as Vietnamese. Overall, Asian residents 

comprise 7.7% of the neighborhoodôs 

population, and a total of 43.9% of all 

Springfield residents of Asian descent live in 

Forest Park. 

Forest Park Population, 1950-2020 

Year Population  % Change 

1950 28,027  

1960 28,175 0.53% 

1970 27,985 ҽ0.67% 

1980 24,717 ҽ11.68% 

1990 24,500 ҽ0.88% 

2000 24,733 0.95% 

2010 25,161 1.73% 

2020 26,176 4.03% 
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IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ tŀǊƪ 

Because the majority of the existing 

development in Forest Park dates to the early 

20th century or earlier, the neighborhood 

includes many well-preserved streetscapes. 

The neighborhood has four local historic 

districts, including two single-building 

districts. Within these districts, the 

Springfield Historical Commission regulates 

exterior changes to buildings and new 

construction on vacant lots. 

The largest and oldest of these historic 

districts is the 204-acre Forest Park Heights 

Historic District. This district, which is also 

on the National Register of Historic Places, 

encompasses the older portion of the 

neighborhood, which was developed starting 

in the late 19th century. It includes the 

western part of Sumner Avenue and the side 

streets to the north and the south, along with 

most of Longhill Street. The northern part of 

the historic district also includes the Belmont 

Heights section of the neighborhood, 

comprised of Marengo Park and Bellevue 

Avenue.  

The Forest Park Heights Historic District 

includes many architecturally significant 

homes, including examples of Queen Anne, 

Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival styles. It 

also includes the homes of some of 

Springfieldôs most famous residents, 

including Theodor Seuss Geisel, who was 

better known by his pen name Dr. Seuss. His 

childhood home still stands at 74 Fairfield 

Street, and it was recently purchased and 

restored by the Springfield Museums. 

Another historic district in the Forest Park 

neighborhood is Colony Hills, which 

encompasses Park Drive, Colony Road, and 

Normandy Road. This area, which is 

surrounded by parkland on three sides, was 

developed in the early 20th century. It is 

isolated from the rest of Springfield, and can 

only be accessed by road via Longmeadow. 

The Forest Park neighborhood also includes 

two single-building local historic districts: the 

Forest Park Trolley Pavillion at the Sumner 

Avenue entrance to Forest Park, and All Saints 

Church on Oakland Street. Both structures 

were restored in part through Community 

Preservation Act funds, and as a result are now 

protected as local historic districts. 

~ċƓЮŸŉЮũŸĦċũЮőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦЮĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ[ŸƖĲƚƣЮÂċƖťЮŰĲŔŊőĤŸƖőŸŸĬдЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ
ÉŸƨƖĦĲжЮ~ċƚƚ]fÉд 
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