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The Pioneer Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (PVMPO) and the Massachusetts Department of 

Transportation (MassDOT) comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin (including limited English proficiency). Related 

federal and state nondiscrimination laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of age, sex, disability, and 

additional protected characteristics.  

Individuals who believe they have been discriminated against may file a complaint with the following:  

Pioneer Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPO Title VI Specialist 

60 Congress Street 

Springfield, MA 01104 

Phone 413-781-6045 TTD/TTY (413-781-7168) 

E-mail: pvmpocivilrights@pvpc.org 

MassDOT Title VI Specialists 

Office of Diversity and Civil Rights – Title VI Unit 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3800 

Boston, MA 02116 

Phone: (857) 368‐8580 or 7‐1‐1 for Relay Service 

Email: MassDOT.CivilRights@state.ma.us   

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Office of Civil Rights 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Website: civilrights.justice.gov/   

 

Federal Transit Administration 

Office of Civil Rights 

Attention: Complaint Team East Building, 5th Floor—

TCR 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Washington, DC 

20590 

FTA online complaint form 

The PVMPO complies with the Governor’s Executive Order 526, section 4 requiring all programs, activities, 

and services provided, performed, licensed, chartered, funded, regulated, or contracted for by the state shall be 

conducted without unlawful discrimination based on race, color, age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or expression, religion, creed, ancestry, national origin, disability, veteran's status (including 

Vietnam-era veterans), or background. 

English: If this information is needed in another language, please contact the PVPC Title VI Specialist at 413-

781-6045. 

Portuguese: Caso esta informação seja necessária em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em Título VI do 

PVPC pelo telefone 413-781-6045. 

Spanish: Si necesita esta información en otro idioma, por favor contacte al especialista de PVPC del Título VI 

al 413-781-6045. 

Chinese Simplified: (mainland & Singapore): 如果需要使用其它语言了解信息，请联系马萨诸塞州交通 部 

（PVPC）《民权法案》第六章专员，电话 413-781-6045。 

Chinese Traditional: (Hong Kong & Taiwan): 如果需要使用其它語言了解信息，請聯繫馬薩諸塞州交通 

部 （PVPC）《民權法案》第六章專員，電話 413-781-6045。 

Russian: Если Вам необходима данная информация на любом другом языке, пожалуйста, свяжитесь со  

cпециалистом по Титулу VI Департамента Транспорта штата Массачусетс (PVPC) по тел:413-781-6045. 

Haitian Creole: Si yon moun vle genyen enfòmasyon sa yo nan yon lòt lang, tanpri kontakte Espesyalis PVPC 

Title VI la nan nimewo 413-781-6045. 

Vietnamese: Nếu quý vị cần thông tin này bằng tiếng khác, vui lòng liên hệ Chuyên viên Luật VI của PVPC 

theo số điện thoại 413-781-6045. 

French: Si vous avez besoin d'obtenir une copie de la présente dans une autre langue, veuillez contacter le 

spécialiste du Titre VI de PVPC en composant le 413-781-6045. 

Italian: Se ha bisogno di ricevere queste informazioni in un’altra lingua si prega di contattare lo Specialista 

PVPC del Titolo VI al numero 413-781-6045. 

Khmer: របសិើ   ន ន ើ  ើន បលាក-អករតវការបកករបពតមាើ  ននះ 

សមទាកទកអកើ  កើទ សើ   ពំ កទ6 របសPVPC តាមរយៈើ    ខទ រសព ទ413-781-6045  

 

http://pvmpo.pvpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FINAL-PV_-MPO-Title-VI-Complaint-Procedures-_1_24_2023b.pdf
mailto:pvmpocivilrights@pvpc.org
mailto:MassDOT.CivilRights@state.ma.us
https://civilrights.justice.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/civil-rights-ada/file-complaint-fta
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Transportation. 

 
Various Organizations at the Northampton Bike Breakfast 

(Image Courtesy of Sean Condon, FNT) 

Disclaimer: We want to acknowledge the contributions of everyone who made this year’s Bike 

Month a success and apologize for missing anyone not listed above. The use of an asterisk after 

a title in the following list indicates direct involvement in the planning of this year’s events, to 

the extent of our knowledge. 

Partner Organizations for the 2025 Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley:  

All Bodies on Bikes, Western Massachusetts Chapter * 

Baystate Health Foundation * 

Bikes for All (B4A), Northampton * 

City of Westfield * 

Crissy’s G Bakery, Westfield * 

Competitive Edge Ski and Bike, East Longmeadow * 

Fame Lounge Eatery, Holyoke 

Forbes Library, Northampton * 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments * 

Friends of the Columbia Greenway Rail Trail * 

Friends of the Manhan Trail * 

Friends of Northampton Trails * 

Hampshire Bicycle Exchange 

Holyoke BikePed Committee 

Holyoke Planning & Economic Development 
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Western Massachusetts Jack and Jill of America Chapter (WMJJOA) * 

Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition (MassBike) * 

MassDOT District 2 * 

Northampton Cycling Club * 

Speed and Sprocket Cycle Works * 

ValleyBike Share * 

WalkBike Springfield * 

Western Massachusetts Appalachian Mountain Club 

Westfield Conservation Department 

Western Massachusetts Chapter of New England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA) * 

 

 
Mayor Michael McCabe Leads Mayoral Bike Ride in Westfield 

 

Local Contacts:  

Price Armstrong, Holyoke Bike and Pedestrian Committee, City of Holyoke * 

Christy Banish, New Haven and Northampton Canal Greenway * 

Shannon Bliven, Holyoke 

Janet Brown, Southampton Greenway Committee 

Liz Budd, The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts 

Jack Carolan, Franklin Regional Council of Governments * 

Michelle Chase, Town of Agawam * 

Stephanie Colón, Mass in Motion, Holyoke Planning & Economic Development  

Sean Condon, Speed and Sprocket * 

Todd Crosset, WalkBike Springfield * 

Charlie, WalkBike Springfield * 

David Desrosiers, Southampton Greenway Committee 

Beatrice Dewberry, Way Finders * 
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Karen Foster, All Out Adventures * 

Beth Giannini, Franklin Regional Council of Governments * 

Samantha Hamilton, Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts 

Laura Hanson, MassDOT 

Cynthia Henshaw, East Quabbin Land Trust 

Alexis Hosea-Abbott, MassBike / Easthampton Rail Trail Committee * 

Elena Huisman, Friends of Northampton Trails  

Joes Bike Garage, Haydenville 

Betsy Johnson, Walk Bike Springfield * 

George Kohout, Friends of Northampton Trails * 

Jonathan McHatton, Friends of the Columbia Greenway * 

New Horizon Bikes, Westfield * 

Ben Quick, Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club 

Brandi Pelletier, Pioneer Valley Transit Authority 

Don Podolski, Friends of the Columbia Greenway 

Jes Slavin, Friends of Northampton Trails * 

Carmel Steger, Friends of the Columbia Greenway Rail Trail 

Liz Sturgen, Friends of the Manhan Rail Trail 
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BICYCLING IN THE PIONEER VALLEY 
In 2025, the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) partnered again with various public 

and private organizations to encourage bicycling in the Pioneer Valley. In collaboration with 

municipalities, advocacy groups, and businesses, PVPC promoted public awareness and 

advocated for policies and programs that encourage bicycling. 

 
PVPC Staff Meet with Partners at the Westfield Mayor’s Ride in front of the City Hall 

BIKE MONTH OVERVIEW 

INTRODUCTION 

PVPC has been raising awareness about the importance of bicycling through working with local 

coordinators to organize and schedule a month filled with bike related events in Hampden and 

Hampshire counties. The effort aims at galvanizing the energy of local government officials, 

promoting events in various media outlets, recruiting citizen volunteers, and encouraging the 

participation of local businesses.  



 

 

Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley – 2025 Annual Report Draft 2 

Events for Bay State Bike Month 2025 were held from Wednesday, April 30th to Saturday, May 

31st. This is the 26th year that the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission has coordinated this 

initiative in the Pioneer Valley region.  

During the past several years, MassBike has taken a lead role in organizing a statewide initiative 

among biking groups across the state of Massachusetts. MassBike maintains a dedicated 

website page for Bike Month and encourages event hosts to list their event happenings 

throughout the state there. The website offers interested folks a one-stop shop to locate 

nearby bike events. MassBike also promotes a Bike to Work Week during the dates designated 

by the American League of Cyclists, which has been the impetus for past Bike Commute Week 

events in the Pioneer Valley and Massachusetts.  

PVPC staff created a poster listing local bike events in the Pioneer Valley Region during Bay 

State Bike Month 2025 and posted it on the PVPC’s agency website. Upon request, PVPC staff 

printed color copies of the poster and dropped them off to various local partners to help spread 

the word out and assist in advertising the various events happening throughout the valley. This 

year’s events included the popular bike breakfast hosted by a few partners in the region during 

Bike Month featuring sponsorships by local food businesses. Again, there will be a self-guided 

activity to allow people to take part at their own pace and comfort level.  

EVENTS AND HOST COMMUNITIES 

Planning meetings for Bay State Bike Month began in April 2025. Members of various partner 

organizations continued to drop in at the weekly virtual meeting facilitated by PVPC staff. This 

offered members of the various Bike Month events hosts a space to connect and share advice 

and collaborate in some of the scheduled events. Most hosts were very skilled event organizers, 

and quite able to develop a series of bike month events for their own community without need 

for consultation. A new non-profit organization partner reached out to PVPC for help in 

organizing a Bike Rodeo and staff connected them with the local MassBike staff who identified 

a skilled trainer. MassBike was instrumental in keeping the group appraised of new events 

being posted to their bike-friendly virtual calendar of events hosted by the MassBike website.  

Several trail advocacy agencies and bike clubs joined the efforts of the statewide annual Bike 

Month held in May. Some bike partners synchronized their efforts with dates posted by the 

League of American Bicyclists who designated May 12th to the 18th of 2025 as Bike to Work 

Week.  

Bike Month events aim to encourage Pioneer Valley residents to get on their bikes or feet and 

replace some car trips with alternative active modes of transportation that promote good 

health and reduce greenhouse gases emitted by motorized vehicles. Two of the popular bike 

https://www.massbike.org/bike-month
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events are the Mayor’s ride and Community Bike Breakfast. The Great Tree Bicycle Tour offered 

both a guided group activity as well as a self-paced option. Such annual events have been 

effective in engaging community members of all ages and abilities. Several organizations 

collaborated in celebrating earth day and helped their communities gear up for bike month by 

hosting ValleyBike demos just before Bike Month officially began. Some event hosts partnered 

with local businesses to offer discounts to customers who arrive by bike wearing a bike helmet 

as a proof during certain days of Bike Month. Two such businesses in the City of Westfield were 

Circuit Coffee and Chrissy G’s Bakery and Pastry Shop. More communities could take advantage 

of such partnership as both Northampton and Amherst did in past years. 

Some 23 events were held during the 2025 Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley. These 

events took place in Amherst, East Longmeadow, Greenfield, Northampton, Springfield, South 

Deerfield, Westfield and Williamsburg. Events occurred during various times and days to reach 

as many bicycle enthusiasts and potential cyclists as possible. In order of occurrence, local 

events included the following: 

• Northampton: Bike Commuting 101 

• East Longmeadow: Group Rides 

• Westfield: Bike Commuting 101 

• East Longmeadow: Ladies Road Ride 

• Springfield: Finish the Rail Trail Talk 

• Amherst: Regional Bicycling and Pedestrian Plan Public Engagement Information Table 

• Northampton: Bike Lab (DIY Bike Fixing) 

• Northampton: Bike Repair Clinic 

• Greenfield: Franklin County 2025 Bike Breakfast 

• Northampton: Community Bike Breakfast 

• Westfield: Mayor's Bike Ride 

• Northampton: Bike Camping 101 

• Northampton: May Bike Party Ride 

• Springfield: World’s Largest Pancake Breakfast Bike Valet 

• Williamsburg to Belchertown: American Revolution 250 Ride 

• Westfield: ValleyBike Demonstration Day 

• East Longmeadow: Bike Rodeo 

• South Deerfield: Wheeling for Healing 

• Deerfield: Ritual MTB Film Tour 

• Westfield: Ride of Silence 

• Northampton: Guided Great Tree Ride 
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The following images depict some of the activities held in the Pioneer Valley region during the 

2025 bike month. The first image below is of the PVPC’s informational table at the UMass-

Amherst’s Earth Day Extravaganza event. Here, PVPC staff introduced the Regional Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Plan Update to visitors and passersby. The next image is of the PVPC booth at the 

Amherst Sustainability Festival where staff engaged visitors to garner public opinion using an 

interactive Spin the Wheel game to win Millions in play money and chose which bicycle or 

pedestrian improvements to fund by dropping the bills into card boxes labeled with images 

representing various improvement projects and initiatives.  

 

 

ValleyBike and PVPC Informational Tables at the UMass-Amherst Earth Day Extravaganza 

 

Visitors Participate in Spin the Wheel Game at the Amherst Sustainability Festival 

The first image on the next page is of the Bike Clinic set up on the front lawn of the Forbes 

library in Northampton. People of all ages gather to learn how to fix their bicycle and get them 

ready for the biking season. Skilled bike mechanics were available to help with various repair 

and tune up tasks.  
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Participants of All Ages Make Use of the Bike Clinic Set Up on the Front Lawn of the Forbes 

Library in Northampton 

(Image Courtesy of Geroge Kohout) 

The image on the next page is of the Northampton Bike Breakfast, where PVPC staff continued 

to engage members of the public in the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update with a 

survey about Active Transportation Habits such as walking and biking. The Friends of 

Northampton Trails (FNT) group is the lead organizer for this annual Bike Breakfast event which 

included speakers, tent booths of various organizations, bicycle businesses and sponsors. Some 

of the organizations represented were: MassBike, UMass Minutemen, New England Mountain 

Bike Association, Northampton Cycling Club (NCC), Speed and Sprocket Cycle Works, Strong 

Towns Northampton, Northampton City Planning Office, the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority 

(PVTA), the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) and ValleyBike. 

The second image on the next page after is of the PVPC information table near the Westfield 

City Hall in conjunction with other Booths at the gathering spot of the Start and Finish of the 

Mayor’s Ride event. The first image on the second page after next is of staff and participants in 

Springfield’s World’s Largest Pancake Breakfast event where free valet bike parking and a free 

entry ticket was offered to Walk/Bike Springfield volunteers. 
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These initiatives encourage mobility independence using transportation alternatives to the 

single occupancy vehicle. Various educational events during this month equip people with skills 

and knowledge that encourage them to commute by bike and introduce familiarity with bike 

transport to make biking part of their regular travel. 

 
Visitors of the PVPC Information Table at Northampton Bike Breakfast 

 

Visitor at the PVPC Information Table at Westfield at the Mayor’s Ride Event 
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PVPC Staff and WalkBike Springfield Volunteers at the Springfield’s Largest Pancake Breakfast 

in Springfield 

 

Participants in the Bike Rodeo in East Longmeadow 



 

 

Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley – 2025 Annual Report Draft 8 

PARTICIPATION 

There was very good participation in some of the new Bike Month activities and the usual level 

of attendance at recurrent popular annual events. Participants displayed a wide range of riding 

levels and motivations for riding bicycles. This shows the continued success of initiatives that 

raise awareness about the importance of bicycling in the Pioneer Valley. It also demonstrates 

the need for ongoing and sustained funding for bicycle infrastructure, improvements to trails, 

safety education, and bicycling activities in the Pioneer Valley.  

New partners joined the month-long initiative this year. The new list included business 

sponsors, collaborators, and bike advocates. They offered a few more inclusive events to 

facilitate engaging people of all abilities. The following map displays locations of events offered 

during bike month this year and highlights participating communities.  

The image below is of participants gather to listen to a talk at the Northampton Community 

Bike Breakfast. The image on the following pages shows event bicyclists gathering around 

Westfield’s City Mayor. 

 
Participants Listen to a Talk at the Northampton Bike Breakfast 
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Participants Gather Around the Mayor at the Beginning of the Ride in Westfield 

(Image Courtesy of the Friends of the Columbia Greenway Rail Trail, Inc.) 

A List of events by community is displayed in a table on the next page. The total number of 

participants at this year’s Bike Month events was 790, as estimated by hosts at 22 events. Last 

year, event partners reported an estimate of 548 participants at 17 reported events. Averaging 

event attendance per year, we can compare attendance last year with this year and see growth 

from 32.24 to 35.91 in average event participation. This represents an approximate 11.5% 

increase in participation. The rate of growth in participation is affected by the four uncounted 

events from last year. However, the large attendance in the current year at some of the new 

events is undeniably a good sign of the success of the continued collaborative effort of planning 

a series of events to celebrate Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley in encouraging people to bike.  

 
Presentation Slide from the Springfield Museum Talk: Completing the Mass Central Rail Trail 

(Screenshot from the Presentation of Finish the Trail by Craig Della Penna) 



2025 Bay State Bike Month Events in the Pioneer Valley 
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Community Event Title 
Estimated 

Attendance 
Weather 
Condition 

Additional Notes 

Amherst 
Pioneer Valley Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Public 

Engagement Information Table at UMass 
15 Sunny  

  
Pioneer Valley Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Public 

Engagement Information Table at Amherst Commons 
30 

Rainy-
Windy 

 

East  Various Levels Group Rides 30   

Longmeadow  Ladies Road Ride 10   

 Bike Rodeo 10   

Greenfield Franklin County 2025 Bike Breakfast 25 Sunny 
This year’s event had numerous people ride their bike 
and with the nice weather it was a very successful and 
engaging bike breakfast 

Northampton Bike Commuting 101 5 indoors  

  Birding by Bike 0 rain cancelled due to rain 

  Bike Lab (DIY Bike Fixing) 15 good 3-hour event 

  Bike Repair Clinic 23   

  Bike Camping 101 25 indoors  

  Northampton Community Bike Breakfast 85 great 
good turnout, great speakers 11 info tables of 
various cycling related organizations  

  May Bike Party 30 hot 
great ride around the downtown and various 
neighborhoods. 5 kids under 10 

 Guided Great Tree Ride 25 rainy ride shortened due to intense thunderstorms 

Springfield World’s Largest Pancake Breakfast – Bike Valet 2 damp  

  
Finish the Rail Trail: Completing the Mass Central Rail Trail 

from Boston to Northampton 
81  45 in-person, 36 online attendees 

South 

Deerfield 
Wheeling for Healing Ride, Walk, Run for Cancer Care 100 

Rainy/ 
gloomy 

This year’s attendance was down a bit from last year due 
to the forecast. Those who attended enjoyed a great day 
with 50-, 25-, and 10-mile rides as well as a 5K walk/run 

  Ritual MTB Film Tour 200 Sunny  

Westfield Bike Commuting 101 3 Rainy  

  ValleyBike Demonstration Day 4 
Cloudy,  

then sunny 
 

  Ride of Silence 20 Cloudy  

 Westfield Mayor’s Bike Ride 40 Sunny  

Williamsburg American Revolution 250 Ride 12 sunny good ride to Belchertown line and back 
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Pioneer Valley 2025 Bike Month Event Locations 
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GIVE-AWAY MATERIALS 

Bay state Bike Month themed stickers as well as MassBike stickers were made available again 

this year by MassBike at select event locations. A coloring page of the Logo was posted for 

printing at the MassBike’s Bike Month page on their website. Additional educational stickers by 

the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts were available at the PVPC informational tables 

during Bike Month to promote the importance of wearing a helmet in protecting cyclists from 

potential brain injury in the event of a crash. A very popular giveaway item was the regional 

trails map prepared by PVPC. MassBike also offered reflective adjustable bands that can be 

worn on arms or legs to add visibility to cyclists and walkers at night. A t-shirt with this year’s 

logo displayed below was offered to event hosts. Other giveaways this year included breakfast 

items hosted by several partners. MassBike’s Regional Advocacy Specialist shows off this year’s 

t-shirt logo design at the MassBike table with a variety of giveaways in Northampton’s 

Community Bike Breakfast event in the image below. 

 
MassBike Booth at the Northampton Community Bike Breakfast During Bike to Work Week 

(Photo Captured from MassBike Newsletter) 
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MassBike’s Bay State Bike Month 2025 Logo Design (left), MassBike Reflective Bands (right) 

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

MassBike hosts and maintains a website for Bike Month events in Massachusetts: 

https://www.massbike.org/bike-month . Their website also hosts a year-round calendar of bike-

friendly events: https://www.massbike.org/massachusetts-bike-friendly-events-calendar . This 

calendar provides information about events happening across the state. The calendar can be 

searched by zip code and nearby events are then displayed on a map.  

https://www.massbike.org/bike-month
https://www.massbike.org/massachusetts-bike-friendly-events-calendar
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Massachusetts Bike Bike-Friendly Events Calendar 
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PVPC staff posted a digital copy of the 2025 Bike Month poster listing events happening in the 

Pioneer Valley region to their agency website. Staff also shared a digital copy with partner 

organizations and dropped off printed copies at partner business locations. Event hosts and 

partner organizations posted flyers and event reminders on their own websites and social 

media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts to further promote events 

across the region. Screen captures of social media postings that advertised Pioneer Valley bike 

month events are included in the Appendix at the end of this report. The following links show 

some of the event hosts’ ad postings of their local schedule of events on their own organization 

and community websites. 

https://www.nohobikeweek.com/bike-week-events 

 

https://www.nohobikeweek.com/bike-week-events
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 https://lu.ma/hzm6s5wx 

https://lu.ma/hzm6s5wx
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Pioneer Valley Poster if Events Re-Posted to the FCGRT Social Media Account 
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https://frcog.org/event/franklin-county-bike-breakfast-2/ 

 

NEWS COVERAGE 

WWLP-22 News covered some of the 2025 bike month events. The Greenfield Recorder 

covered the Franklin Region Council of Governments’ annual Bike Breakfast. Some of the news 

coverage this year occurred pre-event as articles announcing upcoming high profile bike events. 

Video news coverage included a recap of what took place at an event. The residents of the 

Pioneer Valley benefited from the pre-event news coverage which resulted in an increased 

numbers of attendees this year. Learning about events ahead of time allowed people the 

opportunity to join and participate. Recordings and articles of the news media coverage can be 

viewed by clicking the following weblinks that are followed by screenshots of the associated 

articles.  

  

https://frcog.org/event/franklin-county-bike-breakfast-2/
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https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/pvpc-kicks-off-national-bike-
month-with-community-events/ 

 

https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/pvpc-kicks-off-national-bike-month-with-community-events/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/pvpc-kicks-off-national-bike-month-with-community-events/
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https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampshire-county/northampton-hosts-annual-bike-

breakfast-for-national-bike-week/

 

 

https://recorder.com/2025/05/14/bikers-get-their-boost-and-give-feedback-at-frcog-bike-day-event-

61165608/ 

 
Image above is taken from an online photo courtesy of STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ  

 

https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampshire-county/northampton-hosts-annual-bike-breakfast-for-national-bike-week/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampshire-county/northampton-hosts-annual-bike-breakfast-for-national-bike-week/
https://recorder.com/2025/05/14/bikers-get-their-boost-and-give-feedback-at-frcog-bike-day-event-61165608/
https://recorder.com/2025/05/14/bikers-get-their-boost-and-give-feedback-at-frcog-bike-day-event-61165608/
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https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/bike-ride-with-westfield-mayor-along-city-

streets-and-rail-trail-to-promote-safer-streets/?ipid=promo-link-block1

 

https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/bike-ride-with-westfield-mayor-along-city-streets-and-rail-trail-to-promote-safer-streets/?ipid=promo-link-block1
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampden-county/bike-ride-with-westfield-mayor-along-city-streets-and-rail-trail-to-promote-safer-streets/?ipid=promo-link-block1
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POSTERS 

A color poster (11-inch by 17-inch) listing all events in the region, was a key component of 

advertising the Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley. Electronic files of this poster were 

emailed to partners throughout the region. Printed posters were distributed upon request with 

a concentration in the towns that hosted most events. The poster was created by staff of the 

PVPC graphics department. The poster is displayed on the next page and available for download 

from the PVPC website by visiting the following link: https://pvpc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/05/2025-bike-month-poster-11-version.pdf 

 

https://pvpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-bike-month-poster-11-version.pdf
https://pvpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-bike-month-poster-11-version.pdf
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ADVERTISING 

The poster was an effective tool to provide a snapshot of all events in the Pioneer Valley. 

However, it provided limited space to share detailed information about each event. Again, this 

year, the poster included a QR code to facilitate easy access to the electronic version of an up-

to-date calendar of events. The digital copy of the poster included hyperlinks to event details 

furnished by event organizers. Event announcements directed people to seek further 

information from MassBike’s website: https://www.baystatebikemonth.org/ . Therefore, the 

website was an easy-to-use tool for providing additional event information.  

 
Massachusetts Bike-Friendly Event Calendar hosted by MassBike 

This year PVPC, employed the services of a professional public relations team, Norton 

Communication Strategies. Staff worked with the promotional experts in drafting news releases 

to local media outlets and designing graphics and announcements posted on PVPC’s new social 

media outlets: Bluesky - @PVPCMA, Instagram - @PVPCMA, Facebook - Page - PVPC MA. Click 

on the hyper linked handles of these accounts to visit each site. In addition, staff employed the 

Constant Contact application to keep members of the planning and advisory committees 

informed of the upcoming Pioneer Valley 2025 Bike Month events. These include a large list of 

PVPC friends from event planning partners to members of the Joint Transportation Committee 

https://www.baystatebikemonth.org/
https://bsky.app/profile/pvpcma.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/pvpcma/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573778053693
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and the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Complete Streets Committee. See the image of the email 

announcement below of the timely event information sent out to our email lists. 

 
Email Announcement to PVPC Constant Contact Database 

Other bike related events occurred during the Bike Month in May 2025. These were either 

recurring local events or new events that did not make it into the MassBike calendar or the 

PVPC poster due to lack of timely communication of event details. Two events included a bike 

rodeo and a bike ride whose organizers posted announcement details to their own organization 

members or to residents of their localities.  

The Jack and Jill Western Massachusetts Chapter hosted a bike safety rodeo in the Town of East 

Longmeadow in May 2025. The two images on the next page are of the flyer announcement of 

this event. The following page has an image of the announcement for the weekly bike ride in 

South Hadley. Organizers of such events are invited to join the regional Bike Month planning 
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committee that convenes about six weeks ahead of Bike month each year to ensure that their 

future events are included in our regional promotional efforts. 

 

 
Poster Flyers of Bike Rodeo Event in East Longmeadow 
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Poster Flyer of Weekly Monday Social Bike Ride Event in South Hadley 
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FUTURE GOALS 

PVPC staff worked with Bike Month organizers and the Pioneer Valley Joint Transportation’s 

Bicycle, Pedestrian and Complete Streets (BPCS) Sub-Committee to establish the following goals 

for future events to celebrate the annual Bike Month. 

• Work with the BPCS sub-committee to identify new communities to engage in future Bike 

Week Events for next year.  

• Work with MassBike to develop and promote new events for next year. 

• Continue to augment the database of contacts of partner organizations and individuals and 

parties interested in bike month by adding the list of bike shops received from one of the 

event hosts and other lists of bike enthusiasts. 

• Consider holding some in-person event planning meetings either at the offices of the PVPC 

or offer to join local meetings of partner organizations to encourage participation of new 

organizations. 

• Talk to the Age Friendly Pioneer Valley Committee to encourage participation in Bike Month 

Planning and discuss how to remove potential technical barriers. Reach out to the aging 

friendly community to assess interest in participating in the planning of events. 

• During the planning stage, remind participating event hosts to include groups of people 

with disabilities in their outreach efforts. 

• Continue to encourage hosting of family friendly events as an opportunity to educate and 

promote the next generation of riders throughout the region. The monthly recurrence of 

the Northampton Bike Party is an effective way to build community. Building on critical 

mass rides nationwide, the local initiative has turned into a social gathering including some 

treats at the completion of a casual group ride down the main street of a community. 

• Address the issue of the current text-heavy poster due to the doubling of number of event 

offerings which happened after event offerings expanded to a month from the original 

week. The use of a graphic with a QR code pointing to a detailed schedule of events could 

improve on communicating information about Bike Month.  

• Remind communities of the opportunity to create their own sub-regional posters. This 

would allow for the creation of lists of fewer events close to where the poster is being hung. 

An example would be to group Easthampton, Holyoke and Northampton events in one 

poster. Another option could be of east of the river events versus west of the river events 

posters. 

• Another idea is to color code events or group them by town/city to easily identify event 

locations in a busy poster or print the poster on larger size paper than the current 11” x 14’. 
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• Use educational graphics that focus on health benefits to all ages, while promoting a 

multimodal transportation network to offer alternative transportation choices within the 

pioneer valley. 

• Increase organization and coordination around the information being presented and other 

potential activities during the bike breakfast events to incorporate an educational 

component. Work more with the local bike shops for this event.  

• Help increase the presence of bikeshare representation at bike month events.  

• Connect with the college and university population to get interested student clubs and 

individuals involved before finals’ week, when their end of semester activities usually 

concludes in the first week of May. 

• Seek more media coverage to announce happenings before events by additional media 

outlets and platforms, especially newspapers and local radio station. Some local news 

agencies include The Daily Hampshire Gazette, MassLive, The Reminder, The Republican, 

and the Westfield News. 

• Continue efforts in social media coverage to promote Bike Month events. Increase the use 

of the PVPC Social Media Accounts to advertise and promote Bike Month. Include PVPC 

social media handles at select Bike Month events to increase followers. 

• Continue to work on improving the ability to promote events. Use flyers and mail out 

postcards, as well as public service announcements via local radio.  

• Continue working with communities to help them promote their events.  
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APPENDIX 

 

• National Bike Month Promotion 

• Bike Month Poster 

• Bay State Bike Month Website 

• Social Media Coverage 

• Great Tree Bicycle Tour Map 
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NATIONAL BIKE MONTH 
https://bikeleague.org/events/bike-month/ 

 
 

https://bikeleague.org/events/bike-month/
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PIONEER VALLEY EVENTS POSTER 
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BAY STATE BIKE MONTH WEBSITE 
  

 
  

https://www.massbike.org/bike-month
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2025 BAY STATE BIKE MONTH SURVEY 

 

  

Did Bike Month encourage you to ride for transportation: More, Same, Less 

2025   ? 
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SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS BY PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 
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https://patch.com/massachusetts/williamsburg-ma/calendar/event/20250517/9672d051-

173a-4b87-ac65-c0422ee651a3/rev250-ride-from-burgy-to-belchertown-back 

https://patch.com/massachusetts/williamsburg-ma/calendar/event/20250517/9672d051-173a-4b87-ac65-c0422ee651a3/rev250-ride-from-burgy-to-belchertown-back
https://patch.com/massachusetts/williamsburg-ma/calendar/event/20250517/9672d051-173a-4b87-ac65-c0422ee651a3/rev250-ride-from-burgy-to-belchertown-back
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SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS BY PVPC: 

BLUESKY SOCIAL POSTS 
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Bay State Bike Month in the Pioneer Valley – 2025 Annual Report Draft 60 

FACEBOOK POSTS 
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INSTAGRAM POSTS 
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BIKE TOUR MAP 

In-Person Tour: 

 

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/50546631 

 
 

  

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/50546631
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Self-Guided Tour: 

 


